Unusual liver carcinomas with sarcomatous features: analysis of four cases.
We recently examined the clinicopathological and immunohistochemical features of four cases of primary hepatic carcinoma with sarcomatoid elements. Three of the four patients had associated ordinary hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) and one had a sarcomatoid carcinoma with no apparent elements of HCC. The presenting symptoms were high fever and hypochondralgia in three patients, and right hypochondralgia without a high fever in one. The preoperative diagnoses were liver abscess in two patients, HCC in one, and cholangioma in one. Preoperative imaging showed necrotic change or abscess formation in the tumors. The sarcomatous elements showed a positive reaction to vimentin in three patients, but the ordinary HCC cells did not. Macroscopically, the tumors appeared as a single nodule with pericapsular growth. The prognoses of these patients were poor due to the early development of intrahepatic or distal metastases. We conclude that symptoms such as a high fever or hypochondralgia are characteristics of these tumors and that they may be histogenetically derived from a dedifferentiation of HCC, although no elements of HCC were found in one of our cases.